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“Our Daughters, Ourselves”
By Stevie Cameron


1. What is the thesis or main idea of this piece? Use a specific example to support your response.

The main thesis or idea is how society still perpetuates sexism, specifically prejudice against women. And how parents without noticing do the same to protect their girls. An instance where this discrimination is portrayed is in the rhetorical question, "Why do the boys make more money at their part-time jobs than we do?''
      
        
2. What three points in her essay resonated with you? Why? Use specific details and quotes to support your response.

a) One point that I agree with the writer is in the upbringing of our daughters. As a society, we have failed to mentally prepare our girls for the sexist experience that, eventually, they are bound to face at some point in their lives. This issue of gender discrimination is rarely mentioned to young girls up to the point where these girls personally experience the plight of women in the society, which implies that they may or may not be able to tackle the problems. An example in the article is, "What we do not tell them, yet, is how hard it will be."

b) Besides, I resonate with the issue of the presence of a patronizing working environment. This is because men, until these days, are visibly reluctant to share opportunities with women in the work environment and political settings. An example in the article is, "Sharing power is not easy for anyone, and men do not find it easy to share among themselves, much less with a group of equally talented, able women.”


c) Thirdly, an important detail in this article is physical violence as a tool to propagate sexism. It is important to note that young girls faced the possibility of being physically assaulted by a young boy based on gender discrimination. An instance, in this article, is. "…….and meticulously slaughtered by a man who blamed his troubles on feminists."





3. What is Cameron’s perspective on the events of December 6, 1989?

Cameron is devastated, "shocked to the core," and furious as well. In Cameron's perspective, no matter how hard we try to protect our daughters from sexism, they will eventually face it either in a very small event, like teasing or in a big event like murder, because of being feminist. Our society is filled with sexism even these days towards girls and women. Those fourteen girls survived all the childhood dangers; they were careful; they worked hard to prove that anything was possible. They won places in engineering schools. This made their parents very proud, but eventually, their lives had to end in the hands of some psychopath who could not tolerate any women against men's success.

4. How has this event changed our perspectives and/or alter our perspective on life? Women’s rights? Violence? The shooter? The massacre? Other: ________?

Women face these events for centuries, and even though it changed a lot since that time, they are still facing this situation. The issue of gender discrimination should not be taken lightly. The shooter who seems to be mentally disturbed had an ongoing unresolved conflict between both men and women, particularly feminists, as in the article. The massacre presents an opportunity to change our society's perspective about men's rights and establish stringent policies that protect women's rights. This element of constant mistreatment of women should be tackled as a form of discrimination in a male-dominated society, which, if left unresolved, can lead to dire consequences as in the tragedy above.
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